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Since 2015, the Groomsport Village Association's (GVA) Groomsport in
Bloom committee has been working closely with horticultural staff from Ards
and North Down Borough Council to enhance further the environment of our
attractive seaside village.
The Council is responsible for most of the planting in the village.
New for 2017 In addition to flower beds, on Main Street the Council has
palced a number of Darsy flower towers.
The Council and the GVA are pleased that Groomsport has been placed
second in the Large Village category of Ulster in Bloom for the past two
years. We hope to improve our position this year.
We would hope that the judges would inspect the features listed below. A
map is provided on page 5.
Over the past three years, the Groomsport in Bloom Committee has
undertaken a number of specific projects which complement the work of the
Council.
· New for 2017 In co-operation with the Northern Ireland Housing
Executive (NIHE), a community orchard has been planted on The Hill.
(Map ref. 2)
There are three heritage Irish apple trees (Irish Peach, Ross Nonpariel
and Ecklinville) as well as two crab apple trees (John Downey). These
trees were sourced by Groomsport Garden Nurseries from a specilaist
nursery in County Cork.
Information about the apple trees, and a recipe for crab apple jelly, has
been provided on the GVA website at:
http://groomsport.info/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/appleDetails.pdf
In addition, the NIHE have provided a bed of lavender plants. The apple
tress and the new planting have transformed this previously neglected
corner of the village.
· New for 2017 Groomsport in Bloom has provided ten more planters,
sited along Main Street, making a total of 16 planters.
· New for 2017 Local businesses and some residents have sponsored
many of the new planters, several of which are sited outside business
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premises. This was one of the suggestions for improvement made by
previous Ulster in Bloom judges.
· Throughout the Spring and Summer, there were regular work parties of
residents to weed and tidy up the village.
· The provision of Ulster in Bloom signage and planting at the entrance to
the village at Islet Hill on the B511 (Bangor Road). (Map ref. 1)
· The provision of Ulster in Bloom signage at the Donaghadee Road
entrance to the village.
· A community herb garden, for the use of residents, outdide the Walter
Nelson Hall. (Map ref. 3). To date, Rosemary and Parsley are the herbs
in greatest demand.
We have provided information on the medicinal and culinary use of the herbs
in the herb garden and recipies on the GVA website at:
http://groomsport.info/a/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/2016_herbDetails.pdf
· A bug hotel, opposite the public car park on Main Street (Map ref. 5),
was built by students attending the Intensive Support Learning Unit in
the village.
During a recent visit, the Council's Biodiversity Officer observed
evidence of the use of the bug hotel by solitary bees.
· Planting of a natural rockery, between the Walter Nelson Hall and the
coast, along with young people living in the village. (Map ref.4)
In addition:
· New for 2017 To mark its 25th anniversary, the Groomsport and District
Gardening Club planted a sorbus aucuparia on Council land, outside
The Stables restaurant. (Map ref. 6) This native tree was chosen after
consultation with the Woodland trust and it was sourced by Council
horticultral staff.
· Groomsport in Bloom, with sponsorship from a local business, Garden
competition in August. The categories are Best Kept Garden, Best
Garden Accessories and “Something Quirky”
· Vacant site on Main Street, opposite the Parish Halls. (Map ref. 7)
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Previous judges have commented on this site's negative contribution to
the village environment.
In the past year, the GVA has indentified the owner of the site and has
engaged with the estate agent who is representing him. Unfortunately,
to date, it has not been possible to agree a plan to mitigate the negative
effect of this vacant site.
We understand that an application for planning permission to develop
the site is being prepared. Should this be granted, the proposed
apartment development will address the problem of this site.
In the meantime, several plants have seeded in the site – including an
echium
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Cove Bay
The Cove Bay development on the Donaghadee Road (Map ref. 8) is part of
the village and we would encourage the judges to visit it. Residents of this
development , which commenced in 2001, play a full part in village life –
several serve on the GVA and the Groomsport in Bloom committees.
There is extensive planting of shrubs and small trees in the communal areas
and many of the residents maintain their gardens to high standards. For
example the garden at 24 Cove Avenue won the “Best Front Garden” award
in a competition held by the Groomsport in Bloom committee. Nearby, Cove
View, a cul-de-sac of 12 houses, is a good example of how residents in the
development have maintained and developed their gardens.

Cove View

24 Cove Avenue

En route to Cove Bay, the judges can observe the attractive border near the
entrance to the Evangelical Presbyterian Church and, across the road, the
planting on the top of the old estate wall beside the gate lodge to Groomsport
House.
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Map of Groomsport
1 Islet Hill
2 Orchard
3 Herb Garden
4 Rockery
5 Bug Hotel
6 Sorbus

7 Vacant site

Groomsport in Bloom contact details:
Roy McWhinney
Tel: 07739 347 885
email: rmcwhinney@btinternet.com
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8 Cove Bay

