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Groomsport’s Community Orchard
In December 2016 Groomsport Village Association planted a
community orchard of five apple trees in the village, at “The
Hill”, on land owned by N. Ireland Housing Executive.
Roy McWhinney, Chair of the Groomsport in Bloom
Committee said: “We hope that residents of the village will
enjoy the apple blossom in April, May, and the fruit from these
trees in the years to come.
We were delighted that Groomsport was runner-up in the Ulster
in Bloom competitions 2015 and 2016. Planting the community orchard is one of our further developments
which is aimed to enhance our village and help Groomsport retain or improve its place in the competition”
Gary Hilliard of the Housing Executive's maintenance team said “We are delighted to help through investing
in this project. The apple orchard is one of many examples across Ards and North Down where community
groups have been able to use land owned by the Housing Executive to enhance their local environment.”
Three of the trees are native Irish varieties.
Two are dessert apple trees “Irish Peach” and “Ross
Nonpareil”. The cooking apple tree, “Ecklinville”, is
believed to have been first grown by a gardener named
Logan, near Portaferry, before 1800. There are also two
crab apple trees, “John Downie”, named after the
Scottish horticulturist who bred the variety in Edinburgh
in Victorian times. The apple trees were purchased from
Alan Crawford of Groomsport Garden Nurseries who
sourced them from a specialist nursery in County Cork.
Alan said: “There is an increasing interest in growing
native Irish varieties of apples. Some of these apples were
developed hundreds of years ago and they are all suited to the Irish climate. They all have unique
qualities, in colour or taste, and it is important that they continue to be planted to give pleasure.”
See the website for more, including an apple sauce recipe. www.groomsport.info
Ulster in Bloom: Last year the Ulster in Bloom judges commended our areas of achievement:
“Innovative ideas for new planting and community hall beds have colourful displays, thoughtful colours
used at boat and seafront display to link with the sea. New seating and planters benefit displays.”
To improve our score they suggest “local businesses increase floral displays along Main Street for impact”
Best Kept Village Competition 2016 – We received a very credible score of 133 points awarded out of
150 total available. Special mention was made of our rockery (behind Cockle row), herb garden, and the
‘Tall Ship’ boat feature at the harbour entrance. We received a Gold Grade Award’ for the public toilets!

Beach Cleaners - Ards & North Down
On Sunday 22/1/17 Lesley Crawshaw organised a
group of volunteers from Beach Cleaners Ards and
North Down to pick up litter from the Groomsport
beaches and surrounding areas. The litter gathered
was then sent for recycling. This wonderful effort
was also supported under the water by members of
BSAC diving club Duck Down Divers who found lots
of rubbish including an old car battery. It is great to
know that all this rubbish has now been removed
from our beaches, helping to protect our beautiful
coastline and wildlife for us all to enjoy.
Sadly, however they did mention that there was significant
dog fouling and this is certainly an issue, the Groomsport
Village Association would encourage all dog owners to act
responsibly. Further beach cleans are planned in the future, if
you would like to get involved keep an eye in the press and
on Facebook. The aim of the group is to stimulate interest
and encourage local people to get involved in helping to keep
their coastline and beaches clean of litter. It’s also an
awareness raising group as we can all do our bit to stop litter
getting into the marine environment.
See our website www.groomsport.info for more on this story
including an underwater video of the harbour.

Groomsport welcomes our French and Spanish wine experts at Neill Wines
Isabelle Gaulier, born in Burgundy (Auxerre city)
close to the Chablis region has been working in
Groomsport since September 2016. She tells the
Newsletter: “I enjoy working here, people are open
minded and very friendly. There is a soothing
atmosphere in Groomsport and good cultural vibes.
Most people I meet like sharing their own travel
experiences, sometimes they speak French with me.
Before coming to Northern Ireland I worked in
Beaune, the wine capital of Burgundy. Everyone from
that city fell into a wine cask when they have born.
The passion of wine is everywhere.
Working with Neill Wine is very exciting because I feel the same passion here. Everyone is expert in their
jobs. Burgundy is my first choice for wine, especially Pinot Noir, the quality of those wines are absolutely
incredible from this region. My perfect day is relaxing at home after work with a bottle of Vosne
Romanée from Côtes-de-Nuits, and hear the sounds of the waves from the sea.
Karen Millar (was Zalve) born in Valencia, Spain. “I love working in Groomsport because you get to know
the people in the village and everyone is very friendly. I absolutely love the amazing scenery and beautiful
beach here despite it being much colder and windy than back home (It clears the head).
My favourite wine region has to be Ribera Del Duero for Spanish Red & Rueda for White (being biased I
guess). There’s not really just one favourite, I think too many good wines and such variety in the shop and
around the World make it a tough decision, but, CVNE Imperial without a doubt would be my favourite.
(It’s not even from my favourite wine region but still a wine from home). It’s from Rioja Alta and it has just
got the perfect balance for me. Full body but still silky smooth finish and a mix of red and black berries and
supple tannins. A perfect day for me is a nice long walk (maybe along Groomsport beach) and after a long
day, enjoying a bottle of Chivite Finca de Villatuerta Seleccion Especial 2011, Victorine Saint-Amour ,
Simonsig Chardonnay or even Cheeky Goat Pinot Gris depending on the mood and dinner we might be
having that night.”

CHRISTMAS FUN!
The 2016 Christmas community carol service and tree light switch-on were enjoyed by Groomsport
residents on 2 December 2016. It was a wonderful night with carols and readings by local young people in
Groomsport Presbyterian Church, followed by a countdown to the light switch-on and then some
refreshments and entertainment across
the road in the Walter Nelson Hall.
It seemed that most of the children
were on Santa’s good list, as after fun
activities led by Magic George, they all
received a selection box from Santa
who promised he would be visiting on
Christmas Eve!
We hope that promise came true.
Groomsport Village Association
applies to A&NDBC for the funding to
host this event and would like to thank
them and the wide range of people who
contributed to making the evening such
a success. Big thanks also to Rev Christopher Miller, Lady Sylvia Hermon MP, Symington Memorial Band,
Lesley Blaney and the team at Groomsport ISLU as well as all the volunteers behind the scenes who plan
the event, decorate the hall, provide the catering and volunteer on the night.
A special mention to our fantastic younger village residents who are brave enough to read in front of an
audience: Rachel, Anya, Charlotte, Cory, Tyler, Ellis, Summer, Keira and Ashley. Well done!
We are always looking for local children and adults who are keen to be involved in the Christmas event, so
please feel free to get in touch with us via our website. www.groomsport.info

New Visitors to Groomsport – Red-Throat Divers
Groomsport Harbour Master John Patterson reports recent
sightings of Red-Throated Divers a mile or so offshore.
Larger than Cormorants, they are a member of the Loon or
Diver family of birds. It breeds primarily in Arctic regions, and
winters in northern coastal waters. Wikipedia
John also wants to inform boat owners, the boat lift into
Groomsport harbour is planned for 27th April 2017.
This date to be confirmed depending on tides etc.

Can You Help Us?

Each year the ‘Ulster in Bloom’ judges comment on this derelict site on Main Street, Groomsport.
So far, all efforts by the GVA to contact the
owner and ask for their cooperation in
developing this area to improve its appearance
(perhaps a flower garden) have so far failed. It
could be transformed into an attractive area
with some TLC by volunteers
Are there any Groomsport residents in closer
contact or acquaintance with the owners who
might help us to this move forward?
Please contact us at: info@groomsport.info

The Groomsport Village Association Committee 2016-2017
Every year, in early autumn the Groomsport Village Association holds its AGM. Everyone who lives in the
village is, by default, a member of the Village Association and is expected to attend the AGM! Many people
do avail of this opportunity to meet their fellow villagers and
their local Council, Legislative Assembly and Parliamentary
representatives. A committee is elected at the AGM to
represent the village and promote its interests.
The Village Association normally organises a range of
meetings and community activities throughout the year.
These are accessed by everyone in the village.
Last year, for example, a sub-committee designed and
implemented the placement of a very attractive herb tub in
the Main Street. At a later date, in association with the
Housing Executive, apple trees were planted on land on The
Hill. During the summer, the Village Association organised
“The Big Lunch” which many attended. The crab fishing
event was popular with local youngsters and their parents.
During 2016, representation was made to Council on behalf of the village about potential noise pollution,
from a shooting range development in Ballymacormick. The development was successfully opposed, in a
variety of ways by GVA. This is just a small selection of the many ways that the Village Association works
for the benefit of everyone in the village.
This year, ten people were elected to the committee, with
David Martin as chair, to initiate and develop a variety of
exciting projects for the village. Top picture: Standing L-R
David, Brian McBride and Mike Smith. Seated L-R. Roy
McWhinney, Mandy Ritchie, and Eileen Thomson.
The picture on right: Seated L-R Eric Brown, Nicola Patton,
Sharon Cummings and John Crockard standing.
Should you wish to raise an issue with the committee then you
can email to info@groomsport.info and your communication
will be dealt with at the next monthly meeting.
The GVA Facebook page is being developed rapidly this year
(by Nicola Patton) and as usual, there will be a record of village events and other information on our
website: www.groomsport.info
The GVA committee would like to thank you for your continued invaluable support.
Badly parked cars and vans are forcing pedestrians off the pavement and into
danger on busy roads, charities and the PSNI have said.
A campaign has been launched to urge drivers to consider the needs of those
with disabilities. The PSNI will be issuing notices to badly parked cars. The
notices warn that if they repeatedly offend, drivers risk a fixed penalty notice for
obstructing the pavement.
Book Fair and Coffee Morning in the Parish Hall, Main Street
Saturday 25th February, 10.30 - 12.00. £2.50 entry includes two
books and delicious refreshments. All welcome.
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