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Council Cancels Christmas!

May 2017

The much-loved Christmas function organised by the Groomsport
Village Association has been held for many years at the start of
December. Festivities commence with a short Carol Service in the
Church. This is followed by the switching-on of the Christmas lights (in
recent times, Lady Sylvia Hermon has been kind enough to perform
this role). Then, across the road to the Church Hall for tea, sausage
rolls and music. Meanwhile, the children are being entertained by
clowns as they queue to see Santa and get their presents.
A great evening and everyone goes home happy! The festivities have been held in the Presbyterian Church
and Walter Nelson Hall in recent years, but were to be transferred to the Parish Church and the Parish Halls
this year as part of the Church’s 175th Anniversary celebrations.
What have Ards and North Down Council decided to do? They have withdrawn funding from this event,
which is probably the largest and longest running celebration in Groomsport.
The Village Association submitted an application for funding for this year’s celebration, as we are required
to do. Previous applications have been successful. So, we were shocked when the Council advised us that
we had been unsuccessful this year! The Council have decided that our submission failed to meet their
quality threshold, despite the fact that they had considered that last year’s application was satisfactory.
What is The Groomsport Village Association doing? We have sought feedback from the Council, and we
will consider appealing the Council’s decision. However, if after consideration, we decide it is not
worthwhile submitting an appeal, or if the appeal is unsuccessful, what happens to the Christmas event?
Even if we need to raise the necessary funds by other means, the GVA promises the Village that we will not
cancel Christmas!

Christmas will be celebrated in Groomsport this year

The Big Lunch is on Sunday 18th June 2017 (Father's Day) at 2.30pm at Groomsport picnic area.
Put the date in your diary! We encourage you to come along to enjoy a tea or coffee with some
cake and buns. One simple request, please bring around 6 - 10 buns, a cake or a dessert to a
sharing table so we can all get together and enjoy a cake.
Events for all those who attend include crab fishing competitions for adults and children sponsored
by Quay Marinas. (Children must be supervised by an adult at this event). We will have live local
music, gardening activities as well as joining in with Cockle Row's activities. Come along to the
picnic area and celebrate the UK's annual get-together for neighbours. See You There!

Ulster in Bloom and Best Kept Large Village competitions judging coming soon!
Judging commences between mid-July and mid-August.
Good news - Chamber’s Spar Groomsport have offered to
sponsor the village ‘Groomsport In Bloom’ gardening
competition There are 3 categories and prizes: Best Kept
Garden; Best Garden Accessories and ‘Something Quirky’.
Groomsport residents are automatically entered.
Volunteers have been busy since March helping to add that
extra touch to our beautiful village and building on our
previous years’ work and successes, they have been tidying
up and weeding at the Cockle Row Cottages, Main Street,
Islet Hill, the rockery behind Cockle Row Cottages and
Picture by Perry Moore
around the harbour. Soon hanging baskets and pavement
planters will be located along Main Street and the Donaghadee Road.
Our Community Orchard on The Hill has flowered and is prospering well. The Housing Executive have cut the grass
and planted shrubs, restoring this area as a pleasant corner for Groomsport residents to enjoy.
As we draw closer to the judging time we ask residents and visitors to play their part and go the ‘extra mile.’
Simple, respectful activities such as not littering and good dog etiquette (pick up after your dog has fouled).
We ask residents and visitors not to park on the grass or pavements.
Please remember that we are also being judged for the ‘Best Kept Village Award’.
Residents and business owners can help by weeding and keeping the footpath bordering their property tidy.
This also helps your neighbourhood and gains us extra points with the judges.
The next tidy up mornings are arranged for Saturday June 24th and Saturday July 29th. Meet up at the Boat House,
Harbour Car Park at 10am. Bring a hoe, brush or shovel or just bring yourself for some community fun time together.

A Big Groomsport Welcome to the Reverend Paul Dalzell who is the new minister at

Groomsport Presbyterian Church, Main Street. On behalf of the Groomsport Village Association
and the residents of Groomsport we wish Paul, his wife Catherine, son Murray and daughter Chloe
and their fluffy cat Jebediah, all the very best for the future.

Groomsport and District Gardening Club celebrates 25 years.
On 14 February 2017, Groomsport and District Gardening Club celebrated its 25th anniversary.
Each year the club has a programme of speakers on a
variety of gardening topics, it also holds an annual Plant
Sale and Coffee Morning in May and organises visits to
interesting gardens.
Nineteen keen gardeners attended the first meeting in
1992, and the club currently has over ninety members.
On the anniversary date six of the original members
planted a tree on Main Street, outside The Stables
restaurant. The tree, a native rowan (Sorbus Aucuparia)
was chosen after advice from the Woodland Trust and it
was sourced by Ards and North Down Council's
Horticultural officer.
An evening event was also held where the main speaker was Helen Dillon, creator of the famous Dillon Garden in
Dublin, who entertained the members with stories of her gardening adventures.

OH BUOY!
Since the ancient Egyptians lit the first beacons to warn mariners of rocks, navigation marks have been
keeping mariners safe over the centuries. The Pharos lighthouse at Alexandria,
one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, with a height of 117 metres,
used a mirror to focus the light of a wood burning fire.
Nowadays, lights and buoyage have developed considerably. Recently you may
have noticed the old Briggs port hand lateral red buoy situated 54'41.182'N
05'35.732'W, at the end of The Briggs Reef, has now been replaced with a new
yellow North Cardinal Buoy by The Commissioners of Irish Lights, who are
responsible for Navigational Aids around our coast. The new buoy flashes
white instead of its predecessor which flashed red, and is used to indicate the
direction of the safest navigable water from the mark.
Cardinal Marks indicate the direction of safety as a cardinal (compass) direction
(north, east, south, or west) relative to the mark. This new Cardinal Mark is part of an ongoing upgrade by
The Commissioners. In recent years they have also upgraded the Mew Island lighthouse to a LED light and
in the future they also plan to upgrade The Maidens Lighthouse to LED. If you are interested in learning
more about The Commissioners of Irish Lights, why not visit their website www.irishlights.ie

Free Outdoor Swimming Lessons for 7-14 Year Olds
Swim Safe, a national outdoor swimming programme which
teaches children how to stay safe in open water, is coming to
Northern Ireland for the first time this summer. The free hour-long
sessions for 7–14 year olds are delivered by qualified
swimming teachers and RNLI beach lifeguards. The sessions are designed
for children who can swim at least 25 metres.
Every child who participates will receive 60 minutes of tuition, with the
time split between land-based safety with a lifeguard and in-water tuition
with a swimming teacher. Wetsuits, swimming hats and a free goody bag
with t-shirt are all provided. Sessions will be held at Groomsport Beach,
from Monday 17th July to Friday 21st July. Visit swimsafe.org.uk to book
your place. Swim Safe, which began as a collaboration between the RNLI and Swim England, is now in its
fifth year. To date over 7,000 children have taken part in Swim Safe sessions.
Ulster Wildlife, Northern Ireland's largest conservation charity, has been
a champion of the local environment for 30 years. Living Seas is Ulster
Wildlife's vision for the future of Northern Ireland’s seas, where wildlife
thrives and people enjoy the benefits of a healthy marine environment.
The community engagement project is working with communities to promote awareness of, and
engagement with, our local marine environment. Ulster Wildlife are running a series of events in the
Groomsport area. Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th June, their Living Seas Exploration Stand will be at the
Sea Bangor Festival in Bangor from 10am – 6pm on Saturday and 12 noon – 6pm on Sunday.
It’s free to attend and you can see life size Ocean Giants models, go wildlife spotting in the Marine Life
Pool, explore Seashore Treasures or take part in an Amazing Oceans Arts and Crafts for children.
Thursday 3rd August, join Ulster Wildlife and Forage Ireland for a guided coastal foraging at Groomsport,
meeting at the Car Park at 1pm. The cost is £10 per person. Tuesday 29th August join them at Groomsport
for a snorkel safari from 10am to 12.30pm. Cost is £5 per person. Information and bookings for all these
events countrywide are available on the Ulster Wildlife website online at www.ulsterwildlife.org/whats-on

Cooking with Herbs
Try this lovely summer Barbeque idea from The Stables Groomsport, and help
yourselves to the herbs required from The Groomsport Village Herb Garden
situated on Main Street beside the Walter Nelson Hall.

Barbequed Marinated Escalope of Chicken & Comber Potato Salad
The Marinade (Coats 4 Escalopes)
2 Sprigs of Fresh Rosemary chopped,
2 Sprigs of Fresh Thyme chopped,
3 Garlic Cloves Crushed,
100mls of Olive Oil, Grated Lemon Zest
Method: Mix ingredients together and coat
chicken, leave to marinate at room
temperature for 2 hours. Then barbeque the
chicken until cooked right through.
Comber Potato Salad: Combine Diced
Cooked Comber Potatoes with Crispy Bacon
Lardons, Spring Onions, Chopped Flat Leaf
Parsley & Chives, Salt & Pepper & a Light
Mayonnaise Dressing. Serve with the BBQ chicken for a delicious summer evening meal. Enjoy!

A Wee Reminder: Dog Control Orders
The summer is approaching, and from Thursday 1st June 2017
until 31 August 2017, Dog Control Orders will be in place on
Groomsport beaches. Notices along the seafronts give full
details of the areas covered, and information about the Dog
Control Orders.

Groomsport Village Association welcomes your Groomsport
pictures, stories, and news for possible publication in future GVA
Newsletter publication, on our new Facebook page: Groomsport
Village Association, the Notice Board (on Harbour Road), and on
the website www.groomsport.info Email: info@groomsport.info

Music & Fireworks, Saturday 19th August 2017
Enjoy an evening of live music from The Boss UK - a
Bruce Springsteen tribute band, family entertainment,
food stalls and a fabulous fireworks display.
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